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].IEWSLETTER
wTNTER 2024-25

SOURCE: STEVE ISAACS, UK
AGRICULTURAT ECONOMIST

FAMILY DECISIONS ABOUT INHERTTANCE, MONEY AND BUSINESS LEADERSHIP ARE
NEVER EASY AND CAN SOMETIMES BE AWKWARD. HOWEVER, THESE ARE
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT CONVERSATIONS TO HAVE WITH YOUR CHILDREN OR
HEIRS TO ENSURE YOUR WISHES FOR YOUR FARM AND BUSINESS ARE FOLLOWED.

DON'T WAIT ON YOUR HEIRS TO BRING UP THIS DISCUSSION. THIS IS ONE OF THE
TIMES YOU NEED TO TAKE THE REINS AND INITIATE AN !N-PERSON
CONVE R S ATION.

TO HELP THE DIALOG GET FLOWING, YOU MAY WANT TO START AT THE END AND
DISCUSS YOUR WISHES FOR YOUR FUNERAL AND THEN MOVE INTO ASSET
DIVISION. YOU MAY ALSO ASK YOUR FINANCIAL PLANNER OR LENDER TO ATTEND;
THEY CAN ALSO HEIP YOU START THE CONVERSATION.

BEFORE THIS EXCHANGE, THINK OF EACH OF YOUR CHILDREN, THEIR
PERSONALTTTES AND TNTERESTS. ASK YOURSELF QUESTTONS LtKE:
. ARE THEY ALL INTERESTED IN THE FAMILY FARM?
.ARE THEY CURRENTLY PART OF THE FARM'S OPERATIONS?
. IS ONE BETTER WITH BUSINESS MATTERS THAN OTHERS?
.WILL THEY FOLLOW YOUR WISHES FOR FAMILY FARM PRESERVATION?

YOU NEVER WANT TO CREATE AN UNNECESSARY BURDEN OR OBTIGATION ON
CHILDREN W|TH NO TNTEREST rN THE pROpERTy. YOUR HErn(S) SHOUTD SEE THE

ESTATE AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO CONTINUE THE FAMILY BUSINESS, NOT AN
OBLIGATION. AT THIS POINT, YOU MAY NEED TO START SHARING INFORMATION
ABOUT YOUR FARM AND tTS pROFtTABtHTy WrrH YOUR HEIR(S), tr VOU HAVE NOT
ALREADY DONE SO. MOVING FORWARD, THEY WILL NEED TO KNOW WHERE THE

FARM FINANCIATLY STANDS.
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SOURCE: STEVE ISAACS, uK
AGRICUTTURAL ECONOMIST

THESE CONVERSATIONS CAN PUT YOU IN A TOUGH POSITION. SOME OF YOUR
HEIRS MAY FEEI LIKE THEY ARE GETTING SHORTCHANGED, EVEN IF THEY HAVE NO
INTEREST IN FARMING OR RUNNING A BUSINESS. BE REALISTTC AND CTEAR ABOUT
YouR wlsHES AND EMpATHETtc ro youR cHILDRTN/HEIRs. REMEMBER THEy NEED
TO BE TREATED FAIRLY AND NOT NECESSARILY EQUALLY. THOSE NOT WANTING TO
FARM MAY BE GIVEN NON-FARM ASSETS, LIFE INSURANCE PROCEEDS OR OFF-
FARM INVESTMENTS. REALIZE THAT YOU MAY NOT BE ABLE TO ACHIEVE EQUALITY
IN SOME SITUATIONS.

ATWAYS PUT YOUR WISHES IN WRITING, AND HAVE AN ATTORNEY PREPARE A WILL
OR AN ESTATE PLAN. DYING WITHOUT THESE DOCUMENTS COULD PUT YOUR
SUCCESSFUT FARM TRANSITION IN JEOPARDY. WHTLE A WILL MAY SEEM LIKE A
FINAL STEP, IT SHOUTD NOT BE. REVISIT IT EVERY FEW YEARS. PEOPLE CHANGE,
CIRCUMSTANCES CHANGE, AND SOMETIMES A CHILD WITH NO INTEREST IN
FARMING FIVE OR IO YEARS AGO MAY SUDDENLY EXPRESS AN INTEREST.

CIEARIY STATING YOUR WISHES TO YOUR FAMILY MEMBERS CAN HELP PREVENT
FAMITY DISPUTES AFTER YOU LEAVE. FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ESTATE
PLANNING, CONTACT THE METCALFE COUNTY OFFICE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF

KENTUCKY COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE.
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SOURCE: JIMMY HENNING, UK EXTENSION
FORAGE SPEC!ALIST

IF YOU RAISE TIVESTOCK, YOU KNOW IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO FEED YOUR ANIMAIS
NUTRITIOUS HAY TO KEEP THEM HEAITHY. YOU CAN TAKE MANY PRACTICAL STEPS TO

IMPROVE YOUR HAY QUAIITY.
YOU MUST FIRST GET AND MAINTAIN A GOOD FORAGE STAND. MAKING SURE YOUR SOlt

HAS ADEQUATE NUTRIENTS IS KEY TO GETTING GOOD STANDS. A SOIL TEST IS IMPORTANT,
BECAUSE IT WItT LET YOU KNOW THE NUTRIENT TEVELS IN THE SOtL, SO YOU ONLY APPLY

WHAT IS NEEDED.
YOUR EXTENSION AGENT CAN HELP YOU TEARN HOW TO EFFECTIVELY TEST YOUR SOII AND
CAN SUBMIT YOUR SAMPLES TO ONE OF UK'S SOII TESTING LABORATORIES. AGENTS CAN

AISO HEIP YOU UNDERSTAND THE RESUITS.
SOIL TESTS WITH ADEQUATE LEVETS OF PHOSPHORUS AND NITROGEN BUT tOW LEVELS OF

POTASSIUM ARE BECOMING COMMON ACROSS KENTUCKY HAY FIELDS. INADEQUATE
POTASSIUM CAN INCREASE THE AMOUNT OF BROOMSEDGE, A VERY UNDES!RABTE FORAGE.
THERE MAY BE A COUPLE OF REASONS FOR tOW POTASSIUM LEVELS. WHEN YOU CUT HAY,

POTASH IS REMOVED AT NEARLY THREE TIMES THE AMOUNT THAT PHOSPHORUS IS, AND THE
SOIL IS NOT ABLE TO REPTENISH THIS NUTRIENT TO SUFFICIENT LEVELS ON ITS OWN.

REPEATEDTY USING ONLY ',BALANCED', FERTTLTZERS LtKE TRtpLE-t9 (19-t9-19) WrLr DEPLETE
POTASSIUM IN HAYFIELDS. IN TIGHT FINANCIAL T!MES, PRODUCERS MAY SKtP POTASH

APPTICATIONS TO SAVE MONEY.
CONTROLLING WEEDS AT THE RIGHT TIME AND USING THE RIGHT HERBICIDE WILT HELP YOU

IMPROVE HAY QUALITY. WITH MANY WEEDS, LIKE BUTTERCUP, BY THE TIME YOU SEE THE
BLOOMS, THEY ARE MUCH HARDER TO CONTROI. UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY HAS AN

EXTENSION PUBLICATION, AGR-207: BROADLEAF WEEDS OF KENTUCKY, THAT CONTAINS
COMMON PASTURE WEEDS, WHEN TO TREAT EACH AND WHICH HERBICIDE YOU CAN USE

FOR EFFECTIVE CONTROL. THIS PUBLICATION IS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT
HTTp://wwwz.cA.uKy.EDU/AGcoMM/puBs/lon/aon 2o7 lAGR2o7.pDF. you cAN ALSo

GET A PAPER COPY AT THE METCALFE COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE.
THE STAGE OF MATURITY WHEN YOU CUT YOUR HAY IS THE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR

AFFECTING QUALITY. YOU MUST HARVEST AT THE RIGHT TIME, WHEN THE PLANT IS
swrrcHtNG FRoM A vEGETATtvE To A REpRoDUcnvE (rrowrnrruo) srAGE. MANy rMEs,

THIS MEANS CUTTING THE HAY EARLIER THAN NORMAL. OF COURSE, THE CHALLENGE OF

CUTTING HAY IN THE SPRING IN KENTUCKY IS OUR WET WEATHER. HOWEVER, WE OFTEN GET

A STRING OF DAYS WITH GOOD SUN AND DRY WEATHER IN LATE APRIT AND EARLY MAY.
WS IS EXTREMELY HELPFUL.
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USING IEGUMES, ESPECIALTY THE TALL ONES LIKE RED CTOVER AND ALFALFA, PROVIDE
HIGH YIETDS AND WItt ADD NITROGEN TO THE SOII OVER TIME. THEY ARE HIGHER IN

PROTEIN AND ENERGY THAN GRASSES AND CONTINUE TO YIELD WELL tN THE SUMMER
WHEN MANY OF OUR COOL-SEASON GRASSES ARE SUFFERING FROM THE HEAT. RESEARCH
SHOWS THAT RED CLOVER, IN PARTICULAR, IS GOOD AT MINTMIZING THE ADVERSE EFFECTS

ANIMALS GET FROM CONSUMING TOO MUCH TOXIC ENDOPHYTE-INFECTED TALL FESCUE.
TEDDING AND RAKING HAY ARE INTEGRAL PARTS OF HARVESTING. BUT IF YOU TED OR RAKE

THE HAY WHEN lT lS TOO DRY, lT CAN LEAD TO LEAF SHATTER. TH|S HURTS HAy QUALtry,
BECAUSE THE HIGH-QUALITY NUTRIENTS ARE CONCENTRATED IN THE tEAF.

MAKING GOOD HAY MEANS BATING AT THE RIGHT MOISTURE CONTENT AND PROTECTING
HAY FROM THE WEATHER. PROPER MOISTURE AT BALING WILL PREVENT HEATING AND

MOTDING OF STORED HAY. COVERED STORAGE STRUCTURES ARE BEST FOR HAY STORAGE.
IF YOU DON'T HAVE COVERED STORAGE SPACE, BREAKING THE CONTACT BETWEEN THE

BAIE AND THE GROUND IS IMPORTANT, SINCE MOST MOISTURE ENTERS THE HAY FROM SOIT
CONTACT. YOU CAN PREVENT MOISTURE ABSORPTION BY USING MATERIALS, SUCH AS OtD

TIRES AND/OR CRUSHED ROCK, TO ELEVATE THE HAY oFF THE GRoUND.
YOU CAN ALSO WRAP YOUR HAY IN PLASTIC, WHICH WITL PROVIDE SOME PROTECTION

FROM THE RAIN. HAY SHOULD BE AS DRY AS POSSIBTE BEFORE COVERING !N PLASTIC AND
SHOUTD BE FED OUT !N THE YEAR IT WAS MADE.

AFTER YOU HAVE DONE A GOOD JOB HARVESTING HAY, REMEMBER TO FEED IT EFFICIENTLY
TO MINIMIZE TOSSES. THERE ARE MANY METHODS OF FEEDING HAY, BUT THE BEST ENSURE

THAT THERE IS MINIMAT WASTE. LIVESTOCK TEND TO EAT HIGH QUALITY HAY QUICKLY,
WHICH AISO LOWERS WASTE.

MORE INFORMATION ON PRODUCING QUALITY FORAGES IS AVAILABTE BY CONTACTING
THE METCALFE COUNTY OFFICE OF THE UK COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE.

THE MANIIT-6AIION COTTECE OT AGRICUIIURI, FOOD AND CNVIRONMTNI IS AN TQUAL OPPORTUNITY ORGANIZATION WITH RESPECI TO TDUCATION AND
EMPTOYYINI AIID AUTHORIZAIION TO PNOVIDE RESEAiCH, €OUCATION INFORMATION AND OIHIP SENVICES ONTY TO INOIVIDUATS AND INSTITUTIONS THAT

fUNCIIOX WITHOUI R€GAEO TO ECOilOMIC OR SOCIAI. SIATUS AND WII.I. NOT OISCRIMINATT OtI THT EASIS Of RACE, COTOR, ETHNIC ORIGIN, NATIONAT ORIGIN,
CNITO, RETIGIOI{, POLI'ICAT EILITf, SEX, SEXUAI ONITNTATION, OTNDTN IDENTIIY, GT'{DTR TXPRTSSION, PNEGNANCY, MARITAT STATUS, GINITIC INfORMATION, AGE,

V€TERAN STA'US, PHYSICAT OF MENIAI DISAEIIITY OR REPRISAT OR ETIATIATION 
'OR 

PPIOR CIVIT RI6HIS ACTIVITY.
R€AsOI.IA8I.C ACCOMMODATIOI{ OF OISABITIIY MAY 8g AVAIIABTI WITH PRIOR NOTICC. PROGRAM IIITOf,MATION MAY BE MAOE AVAITABI.€ IN IANGUAGIS OTHTR THAN

tNGl,lsH.
INQUIIITS TCOAEDIilG COMPIIANCE WITH TITTE VI ANO TITTE VII OF THE CIVII NIGHIS ACI O' 1964. TITTf IX Of IH€ EDUCATIONAT AMf NDMENTS, Sf CTION 504 Of IHT

R€HABII,IIATION ACT AND OTHTR REI.ATEO MATIII SHOUTD Bg OIR€CITO TO
CQUAT OPPORIUNITY OTfICE. MARTIN.GATION COIIIG€ Of AGRICUTIURT, fOOD AND ENVIRONMfNT,

UNIVERSITY OF I(TNTUCTY, ROOM S-I05, AORICUI.TUTE SCIfNCT BUII.D'NG, NORTH tTXIN6TON, (ENIUCKY 40645,
IHE UK OtflCl OF EQUAT. OPPORTUNITY, l3 MA|N 8Uil.OrNG,
uNtvEEstTY of xtNTUcxy, tEx[{Gro{, xy 40506-0032 0R

Ui OEPANIMENI OT AONICUI,TUftE. OfFICE Of THE ASSISTAN' SECNETARY FOR CIVIT RIGHTS.
1400 txocPCNDtNcE AvtNUE, SW, WAtH|NGTON, D.C. 20250-94t0.
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